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} WHAT CAN BE DONE

PAY THE REN I~

. VICTORIA

: Govemments today vemam :eludanl: to act
honourably iri theit dealirigs with indigenous people. .
- No tueaty has - been drawn up in relation to the ilegal
occupation  of. théir land: - h1d1genqus people are
expectéd fo- furiction within wwéstern stmctures and
: mshtutlons (ATSIC) wl'm:h is dlsm.mmamry

Genocidal acts conhriue to occur. Itis nnpe,:anve that .

arbm:ary intervention in the lives of indigenous people

is discontinued “and -the -chaos these activities.
have ‘caused''is replaced -with - slablhty in which-

mdsgenous people can.work o réstore. the;r culfure,

: Negatanons must i:e camed ot always with
: indigenous mpresmlah?es of communities’ living on '
their traditional ‘lands. . Distuption dnd’ relecation.

historically. has . meant that indigenous people: are

sometimes hvmg away fromi thejr'own communities:

and- off. their own-land. It is :mportant to reconge
- and understand Lhe d:!fe:imce. .

"~ PAY THE RENT isa moral and kgal ubhgaﬁun, given
.that thete has been no’ of.ﬁclal- recogm’non -of
) indigenous. smrermgnty )

The hmdammfal truth i is that r:o—cme has junsdxctwn :

aver mdependeni soveretgn natigns. To be part of this.

land, we nieed fo accépt its customs-and its Jaw. Non-
“indigenous Austiabiaris who -believe that solutions-

Tnust be found in accordance with iadigenous customs

.and law eari participate in PAY THE RENT zmd work,

‘towards ﬁ.ndmg a l&;b.ng peace.

Terfa anhus has now been nwahdated as the -
. fmmdahen of mlnmal law. It has yet to be repiaﬂed R
. . with a formal-document of "accord, such as a treaty.

We _therefore need to ask qUeslwns .onice again
concerning " the: legal aui.honty of govammient w:th

- respect fo mdagenous sovere:gnng his. .- -
. “The, dxfﬁculhes and prublems assoc:ated wzth Natwa

Title'mean that so far only nowAbongnalfpeople have

" - berefitted and the specific: demands. o B
-. pepple have .not been addressed, PAY.THE RENT.
- effers an: alternative Which | can be put into plaee"

at once..

-..' PAYTHERENT :sanmdwidualt:eagrmadewﬂ\ |

~the traditional owners which does not reqmz-e ﬂ'ua
mtervenhon of § govement -,

.. PAY'{'HERENTmﬂredress&leﬂle occupa‘uon

’ g the! la;n.d by non-mdlgenous pedple:

&3 PAYING THE RENT opens the door’ to the

‘Dreamiing " for non-indigenous Australians and
a]lows&lemtobecqmepaﬁoﬂheland: .

.« PAYING “THE RENT -will ‘ensure t‘hat |he
: Dreammgccntmues,, T

. lnd.lwduals uan n_'i.ake a dj.iifermce Raccmcjhahcm )

begmsmthus

& CONTAGE To meef the d\aﬂenge which PAY THE
.. RENT- presents to you or o obtam mere. inEcsrmahon .
’ about it ring or write to;,~ L

. . Djuran But_lpleen,ee

- Pay TheRent - Victuna,
118 Bass Meadows Blvd, -
Rye 3941 (059} 88 6736.  or
Ro‘bble 'Ihorpe (03) 9478 6181

.'Imi:germus penpk are - a mc:aﬂy app,resaed peop!e
+ ~What" distinguishes . “indigenotis ~péople - from . other
. -national minorities*is the fact that they .ore the original
. mha&xtarﬂs of ‘the-land fron which they:were i
by an ‘invedinig group.”. For indigenous, people; land is .
the basis % their survival, ot only for- the pment.
" genevation
Jeane Sindab-
WeﬂdCounialaf(}mthﬁ Programlo(’_‘ombat'Rausm -

t fo m:amhzm it for futuﬂz geuemﬁms

' FURTHER READING ,
A mmprehenswe l'ead.mg i:st is avaj.lable on mquesi

YO

SLI'IEE fhe 19705 there have
been rl;peated calls by indigengiis ~

to PAY THE RENT to:local
T mdxgenous land owners
for the occupation of their land -

Smce then, the PAY THE RENT

schemie has béen actively operating

. to provide oEpdrtumtles for

non-indigerious Australians. to support”
initiatives controlled by the traditivnal -

S land owners in their struggle for
self detennmahon and economic mdependence .

reaﬁanable, rational and respansible-

L way of ensurmg the survival of thé

. oldest hvmg culture in:the world.

Itisasi tconmbutmn .
to the process ogfnl;fimcixrlmliahun a.nd
.embracing its philosophy is a'sign
-of growing maturity among
today’s.'Austialians’.
" . This brechure sets out
.-some of the issues which are

* the PAY THE

BUNJIL'S LAND, BUNJIL'S LAW'

- activists fornon-Abpriginal Australians | -

- "and in'recogriition” -
. of dege::Loussovemgmy.

TodayPAYTH:ERENTma L

relevant to, and siipport |

concept: ’




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND . - §- RESPONSIBILITY - - - E_, HEALTH anid WELLBEING
& = === ' ———— R

* Prior fo-the Buropean invasion of this ‘coritinent there

- were about 300 different indigenous nations, speaking -

their own, distinct -languages “with a history of
occupation-stretching back at least 50,000 years. .

* The original instructions.to Captain Jarhes Cook from
"+ the British Crown were to negotiate a basis of
. .occuipation-with "the’ consent of the natives".

. In his book, "The 'Law.of the Land’, historian Henry ;

Reynolds states that according tothe  Internatiohal
‘Law of the time: o AR

“qdryquest did not defiver privately ,ov-;‘ﬁed land to the

- congtleror and had not done so for himdieds of years:
The Crown could take the land of the subject but only

--with the .consent of the owner and .payment of -
_ e ation." European’ 'discovery” did .
ot give land; but "only the right to negotiate for land.” .

- adeqiate compens

Indigenous people “were dssumed to be in-possession
and thereforé with property rights. Only uninhabited

lands wére without owners, . . Sg how did the Crown .

acqujre every irich of Aborigirial land? The land

" wasn't uninhabited! Europeans clearly- weren't the

fitst occupants.”

_Nﬁer&deﬁ, f}‘lﬁ legal fiction of.'Teﬁa'NLdlius"-ﬁras
- declared and the Buropean invasion was accompanied

-’by-a'series of illegal actions which denjed indigeneus -

people their fundamental rights and in some instances
. amounted to deliberate attempts at genocide. :

- During the early 1800's' various state govemments
ernment to pay ‘

‘were directed by the- Brifish
compensation to indigenous larid.owners. Those that
did so failed to continue their paymesits when it

became clear that the British government would not .

enforce its instructions, )

Ii 1947, the UN :General Assembly et out three

' possible alternatives for - Australia's future
development: . : I
a) Recopnise the Indigenous.People; L

" b} Make a'tzeaty with the Indigenous People,.
Q) Coqﬁnue to alla_er the gg\ﬁfoh_mgnt n every.aspect.
The Australian govemnment has chosen to sdopt-the
thifd option and Has beert pursning'if eveisince.

Nt

The Australidn :Government, should be, payi:_;'g a
. proportion of the gross Australian revenue as rent to

indigenous land owners. ‘- The failure of various-

- Australian governments to PAY THE RENT ‘means

that Aboriginal land was, in effect, stolen from -its
rightful ‘owners. Because.we all :benefit from the
accupation and.use of this land, whether -we were
-born, here, ‘or arrived here as migrarits, ‘we -caringt
- avpid sharing the government's responsibility. for the

perpetuation of this injustice. -

‘Some .nqn;i!{dilgem:;ﬁs-Aushalians argue that these

events -took iplace in the past and, therefore, ey

.~ cannot be held dccountable for thern. It may be true
"+ that’ guilt cannot be “inherited from previous: .
generations. However, property is inherited and so -

" we are all inevitably the beneficiaries of the: illegal

- eXpropriation of land from " the -original owners.

Thereforé some people have decided to PAY THE
RENT directly to the Aboriginal people uritil-such

" fime as the Govemment fulfils its obligation and

- begins to PAY THE RENT on our behalf.

The PAY THE RENT tonc&ﬁt is not new:" [t-has been

arourid-as long as there has been trade, respect and - '

trecognition’ of rights of bwmership.. It was’ first
demonstrated in Australia by a Quaker settler, Robert

Cock in 1837 who paid the interest on one-fifth of the -

value bf his land as a-'yearly rent'. In Vigtoria, John
-Batman made-a treaty wil:l?ir the local land owners

which ‘specified an annual payment for the lease of

their land.

PAY THE. RENT ackpowledges responsibility,
. -accepts obligation "and allows compensation. = A -
- Frut'mdswe]l_bf sipport from the grass roets miust

A i

rce goveérnments'to o the right thing, -

Govemnment: policies implemented in the past usurped

* control from Aboriginal peaple over their own affairs

‘and . this insensitive - 'treatinent .led " to, their

- disempowerment. - The decline in health and wéllbeing *

is-directly related,

PAY T.I-IE RENT sq’pﬁo’rts'a hé:lisﬁc-éﬁpr_uar_h to the
.improvement of health-and wellbeing and to restoring -

. the balance. . When indigenous .- people regain ‘self-

determination and economic independence, everyone's
“quality of life will improve, . . "~

Th.e only medicine is Land Rights; every day should

« be Aboriginal Day. People must speak with their own

voice - to future generatieris; for-all our children,

-® PAYING THERENTmllend over 200 years of
" .rationing, welfare mentality and dependency.

" " PAY THE RENT ‘will empower local Elders to

.enact -their -traditional law, ensure the, cultural
rebirt_h,'of_mmmq.niﬁgsl, 1angugge, ete. )

- LAND.and RESOURCES

|} < PAY THE .RENT prometes understanding,

mutial respect and .good will between calonial

‘societies ‘and indigenous 'sovereign _nations ..

‘throughout the world.

|| * PAY THE RENT will bring about benefiis. to ||
‘indigenous people, particularly in the areas of -
‘health " and. wellbeing; land and.- resources;

-customs and heritage.

If PAY THE RENT s ‘practised, then control .is
returned ‘to the' waditional -owners who have the'
knowledge 1o restore and ‘manage the land and its
resources in anappropridte manner: - .

® PAY. THE RENT .is. an investient in the
environmental well-being and economic future of
this country. T .

fl'® PAY THE RENT ‘will help. with land cate.

programuries, revegetation, -




